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Jim Button from Evergreen Campsites receives two National awards
Jim Button, owner of Evergreen Resort & Campsites,
Wild Rose, has grown up in
the campground industry with
his parents. Button bought the
campground from his parents
21 years ago. Even though
he grew up in the Milwaukee
area as a child, he considers himself “just a little Wild
Rose boy”, Jim’s father’s family was actually from the Saxeville area. He loves Waushara
County and all it has to offer.
Button has built Evergreen
into a camping destination
where memories are made by
families year after year.

Jim Button, Evergreen Resort & Campsite receives national awards

The photo includes Jim Button, Wade Elliot, Jeff Sims, Saundra Bryn, Al Johnson, Mari Garland at the National Association
of RV Parks & Campgrounds annual convention held on Nov. 9 in Raleigh, NC.

On Nov. 9 while attending
the National Association of
RV Parks and Campgrounds
(ARVC) Convention in Raleigh, NC, Button received
two of the top National awards
– The 2017 Plan-It Green
Friendly Park Award (Large/
Mega Park) and The 2017
Campground Partner Award.
There are 12,000 parks in the
National Association and Jim
Button, the little Wild Rose
boy, took home the top honors. There are mega parks
much bigger than Evergreen
and after the National committee visited and rated the parks,
Button came out on top.
“When I took over the
campground it was rated a 5
star and today it is rated a 9.5
star,” said Button. “I am constantly improving Evergreen
and I want everyone that visits
here to create lifelong memories. We provide camping, a

waterpark, Chippy Train, and
so much more. This is where
memories are made,” he added.
Button is also quick to recognize that he could not run
the campground operation
by himself and he surrounds
himself with good people including Hannah Ehlen, his operations manager of 11 years,
5 other full time employees
and in the summer he adds 45
seasonal workers. Many of the
seasonal employees are high
schools students from the local schools.
He said each year he employs more and more people
and that the park gets busier
and busier, he does not see a
downside. “This is the best industry to be in and it is getting
bigger and better than ever,”
he added.
Button certainly believes in
the industry and continues to
be an advocate to promote it as
he serves on the National and
State boards and visits Washington DC to talk to Senators
and work to encourage them
to help promote the industry.
He helped along with his constituents to bring awareness to
the government and through
that the Outdoor Recreation
Act was established which is
a $50 billion dollar industry.
The RV/Camping industry is
bigger than the automotive
and pharmaceuticals, Button
added.
To date Evergreen Resort &
Campground has 280 permanent sites, 147 daily sites and

8 full service cottage rentals.
Evergreen amenities include a
restaurant, store, hand dipped
ice cream, mini golf, lake,
pool, and waterpark. They are
planning a 24 site expansion
to the daily sites in 2018. Button believes in putting money back into the campground
each year to make it bigger
and better.
There are numerous families that have sites that the
same family has been in for the
past 50 years and they bring
their kids, grandkids, and now
great grandkids. Those are the
types of memories that make
me proud to own Evergreen.
I believe in Waushara County and all that it offers and it
has some of the friendliest and
nicest people that make it such
a joy to live here, own a business, raise my family and have
so many friends, Jim said.
He added that really
Waushara County has become
home to some of the campers
as they fell in love with the
area, bought or built homes,
land, and have made this their
permanent residence.
It is with joy that Jim Button looks forward to another
camping season, he is humbled by the National awards,
but keeps his focus on having
a campground for families to
enjoy where memories are
made. Jim is married to Dawn
and they have four children,
Emily, Ricky, Joey, and Becca. He credits Dawn, his wife,
with helping to raise the children so he can live his dream.

The Button family at Evergreen

Jim and Dawn Button, owners of Evergreen Resort and Campsites, Wild Rose, and their four children, Emily, Ricky, Joey
and Becca.

CWC-Small names Deist Defensive Player of the Year

Wild Rose High School senior Tanner Deist was awarded the Central Wisconsin Conference-Small Football Defensive Player of the Year during the fall awards sports awards banquet on Nov. 20. Deist also was selected as 1st
Team All-Conference Linebacker, 2nd Team All-Conference Running Back and North Central All-Region Outside
Linebacker. Deist finished his final season with the Wildcats recording 74 total tackles, 32 solo and 42 assists, 6
tackles for loss, 1 forced fumble and 1 interception for a touchdown.
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Abbrederis and NFL Foundation donate to WHS Athletic Program

The Wautoma High School Athletic Program recently purchased a new Polaris Ranger from K & M Sales after receiving
donations from alumnus Jared Abbrederis and his wife, Rachel, and the National Football League Foundation-Player
Matching Grant. The high school plans to use the UTV in place of the Gator the football teams had been using to transfer
equipment to the field as well as other various outdoor athletic activities. The donations also helped to fund the Hornet
wrap on the UTV that was completed by All County Signs, and the purchase of new 10-yard markers and an electronic down
marker from Badger Sporting Goods for the football program. Pictured are: (back row): Wautoma High School Athletes:
Jon Malnory, Brooke Blader-Lucht, Bailey Rheinheimer and Ryan Lois; (front row): Rachel Abbrederis, Kenzie Abbrederis
and Jared Abbrederis.
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work all year
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